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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 06467 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: ESTC, COCOM, BE 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN MACHINE TOOLS TO ROMANIA 

REF: STATE 140149 

1 . AS PER REFTEL, EMBOFF CALLED UPON AMBASSADOR AT 
LARGE KAREL COECKX AT FOREIGN MINISTRY AND PRESENTED 
POINTS IN PARA 7. COECKX IS IN CHARGE OF RELATIONS WITH 
EASTERN BLOC COUNTRIES AND IS ALSO PERMANENT CHAIRMAN 
OF THE VARIOUS JOINT COMMISSIONS FOR INDUSTRIAL, ECONOMIC, 

SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS WITH ALL BLOC COUNTRIES EXCEPT SOVIET 
UNION. 

2. AMBASSADOR COECKX STATED THAT NO DECISION HAD YET 
BEEN MADE AS TO HOW TO INSTRUCT THE BELGIAN DELEGATION 
AT PARIS COCOM MEETING CONCERNING ARTICLE 1091 -THE 
POSSIBILITY OF BECKAERT SELLING CERTAIN TYPES OF 
MACHINE TOOLS TO ROMANIA-BUT THAT HE WAS IN THE PROCESS 
OF MAKING THAT DECISION TODAY- JUNE 21 -AND INSTRUCTIONS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 06467 211647Z 

WOULD BE GIVEN TO BELGIAN DELEGATION IN PARIS BEFORE 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23. 

3. COECKX STRESSED THAT THE SALE IS ONLY A POSSIBILITY 
EVEN ASSUMING THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT REMOVES THE REGU- 
LATORY OBSTACLE. FRANCE, JAPAN, GREAT BRITAIN AND THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ARE ALSO POTENTIAL 
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SUPPLIERS AND WOULD BE SURE TO TRY TO MAKE THE SALE IF 
BELGIUM DOESN'T GET IT. HE ADDED THAT. GIVEN THE 
DIFFICULT STRAITS OF THE BELGIAN MACHINE TOOL INDUSTRY 
AND OF BECKAERT IN PARTICULAR, WHICH HAS REQUIRED 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ALREADY, IT BECOMES VERY DIFFICULT 
TO SAY "NO, YOU MAY NOT DO IT" TO BECKAERT. 

4. THE "ONLY QUESTION THAT MAKES HIM HESITATE" TO GO 
AHEAD WITH APPROVING THE REMOVAL OF OBSTACLES TO THIS SALE 
IS WHETHER ROMANIA IS FINANCIALLY CAPABLE OF BUYING THESE 
MACHINES WHICH WILL COST ABOUT 1.5 BILLION BELGIAN FRANCS. 
HIS KNOWLEDGE OF EASTERN BLOC ECONOMIES MAKES HIM WONDER 
ABOUT THIS AND SUSPECT THAT THE SALE MAY NOT TAKE PLACE 

IN ANY CASE. 

5. AMBASSADOR COECKX REFERRED TO A MEETING HELD WITH 
BECKAERT EXPERT, BELGIAN GOVERNMENT EXPERTS AND EXPERTS 
SENT FROM U.S. TO DISCUSS THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF 
THESE MACHINE TOOLS AND NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN 
"DIVERGENT VIEWS" EXPRESSED AT THIS MEETING. AMBASSADOR 
COECKX SAID THAT PARIS DELEGATION WOULD STRESS THAT IN 
BELGIUM’S CONSIDERED OPINION THESE MACHINE TOOLS WOULD 
HAVE "NO STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE WHATEVER" AND THAT THE 
MANUFACTURER WOULD BE ABLE TO CONTROL THE USE OF THE 
MACHINES. 

6. HE BF.TJF.VES THAT THERE IS "NO JURIDICAL BASIS FOR 
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COCOM"; THAT IT IS A "GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT" ONLY BUT 
NONETHELESS "BELGIUM WOULD LIKE TO STICK AS CLOSELY 
AS POSSIBLE TO THE SPIRIT OF THAT GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT" 

AND HOW BEST TO DO THIS IS WHAT "HAS HAD HIM THINKING 
ALL DAY." CHAMBERS 
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